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Outline Facts 

 1 in 40 of all visual observations of variable 

stars has been generated by Albert Jones 

 1st observer to achieve 200,000, 300,000, 

400,000 & 500,000 visual observations 

 The only observer to have accrued over 

400,000 observations 

 Only 4 other observers have made half 

Albert Jones total (250,000) 
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Ancestry 
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Great Great Grandparents in 1841 

UK Census 

 Thomas & Mary Jones lived in North Myton, 

Kingston upon Hull, Yorkshire with 2 sons (John 

& Henry), 2 daughters (Mary & Hannah) & 2 

female servants 
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Marriage Certificate of Grandparents 

 John Richmond Primrose Hull Jones married 
Sarah Ann Lofley at St Pauls church in South 
Sculcoates, Hull on 6th Nov 1869 

 John R P H Jones is listed as a grinder and his 
father John Jones is listed as a traveller 
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St Pauls Church, Sculcoates, Hull 

 Constructed in 

1844 

 John Richmond 

Primrose Hull 

Jones married 

Sarah Ann Lofley 

on 6th Nov 1869 

 Demolished in 

1976  
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J R P H Jones was a Brogden Navvie 
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J R P H Jones & Family Emigrated 

to NZ in 1872 
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Albert Jones Summary Movements 

 1920 August 9: Born at 623 Worcester Street, 

Linwood, Christchurch 

 1926 October: Moved to rented property in Craigie 

Avenue, Timaru 

 1927 January: Moved to 40 Trafalgar Street, Timaru 

 1964: Moved to Tahunanui, Nelson 

 1979: Moved to 31 Ranui Road, Stoke, Nelson 

 2010: Moved to Whareama, Stoke, Nelson 

 2013 September 11: Passed away at Nelson 

Hospital 
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Albert Jones Family 

 Father: Edward Lofley Jones 

 Mother: Clara Martha Fisher 

 Step Brother: Percy Edward Jones 

 Sister: Iris Clara Lofley Jones 

 Brother: Eric Ionic Lofley Jones 

 

 First Wife: Ann 1973-1979 

 Second Wife: Carolyn 1984-2013 
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Education 

 1925-1926: North Linward Primary School, 

Christchurch 

 1927-1932: Waimataitai School, Timaru 

(passed Proficiency Exam) 

 1933-1936: Timaru Boys High School 

(passed Matriculation and School 

Certificate exams) 

 Favourite Subject: Chemistry 
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Professional Career 

 1937-1963: Miller at Timaru Milling 

Company 

 1940-1942: Home Guard then infantry, 2nd 

Battalion, Canterbury Regiment 

 1964-1985: Grocer for Levin & Co at 

Tahunanui, Nelson 

 

 Declined site testing job on Mt John 

 Declined Directorship of Carter Observatory 
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First Steps in Astronomy 

 1938: Constructed first telescope from lens 

kit & paper wrapped round metal tube 

 1939: Saw aurora & sent report to newly 

established Carter Observatory 

 1941: Purchased 5” reflector & joined NZAS 

 1943: Observed Nova Pup 1942 (CP Pup) 

& sent magnitude estimates to Carter 

Observatory 
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5 inch F15 

Calver 

Reflector 

 Made first 

variable star 

observation 

on 18th Jan 

1943  

 Recovered 

Comet Kopff 

in 1945 
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Early Associations 

 1941: Became a member of the NZAS 

 1944: Joined the VSS NZAS 

 1945: Became a member of the BAA 

 1946: Joined the Societe Belge D’Astronomie 

 1947: Elected a Fellow of the RAS 

 

 1963: Elected a Fellow of the RASNZ 

 1965: Became a member of the IAU 
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Elected to 

BAA (NSW 

Branch) on 

27th June 

1945  
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5.3 inch Refractor in 1947 

 In use from 1945 

until LESBET was 

constructed in 

early 1948 

 Discovered 

Comet 1946h 

whilst star 

hopping to U Pup 
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Frederick James Hargreaves 1891-1970 (if 
your work interferes with your hobby, give up your work) 

 Director of BAA 
Photographic Section 
1926-1937 

 Jackson-Gwilt Medal 
from the RAS 1938 

 BAA President 1942-
1944 

 RAS Vice-President 
1943-1945 

 Formed Cox, 
Hargreaves & Thomas 
Ltd in 1947 
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Leslie John 

Comrie 

1893-1950 
 Great War Veteran 

 Director of BAA 

Computing Section 

1919-1922 

 Superintendant at HM 

Nautical Almanac 

Office 1926-1936 

 Arranged manufacture 

& transport of 12.5 

inch mirror from UK to 

NZ 
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LESBET pictured in 1949 

 12.5 inch F5 mirror 
configured from Hysil 
glass  

 Mirror cost £75 paid 
to Leslie Comrie who 
later sent food parcels 
to UK 

 Constructed by Albert 
Jones during 1948 
and christened 
LESBET 
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LESBET pictured in 1987 

 Used from 

February 1948 to 

May 2010  

 Equatorial 

mounting  but 

used as 

altazimuth 

 45mm & 78mm 

finder scopes 

 



BAA VSS meeting at York - June 2014 22 

AAVSO meeting in October 1957 
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First Observers to 100K Milestone 

Year Observer Country 

1939 Charles Butterworth UK 

1957 Albert Jones NZ 

1958 Reginald de Kock SA 

1960 Cyrus Fernald USA 

1962 Leslie Peltier USA 
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The estimated total of 515,000  visual 

observations is based on the following: 

1. 100,000 observations were made between 1943 

and 1957 according to Frank Bateson’s statement 

at the October 1957 AAVSO meeting. 

2. Frank Bateson in December 1958 wrote that his 

annual average output was then at 10,000 

therefore it is reasonable to assume that he made 

50,000 observations in the years 1958-1962. 

3. 365,000 observations are in the AAVSO database 

for the period 1963-2011. 
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Leading Visual Observers 

Quantity Observer Country 

515,000 Albert Jones NZ 

347,000 Hiroaki Narumi Japan 

317,000 Taichi Kato Japan 

287,000 Danie Overbeek SA 

265,000 Gary Poyner UK 
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Systematic Monitoring of Southern 

Dwarf Novae 

 1953 August 6: Caught VW Hyi in outburst 

 1954 July 25: Caught S4893 (Z Cha) in 

outburst after 20 negative observations 

 1954 Oct 17: Caught S5005 (EK TrA) in 

outburst after 15 negative observations 

 1958: Provided input on southern dwarf 

novae for Brun & Petit “Atlas of U 

Geminorum Stars” 
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VW Hyi Chart 

from 1958 

 Plotted from Cape 

Photographic 

Durchmusterung 

 Position of VW Hyi 

confirmed when it 

faded from outburst 

in 1953 
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RASNZ VSS Circular 72 (1956) 
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New Zealand Journal of Science 1977 
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Kepler Mission Light Curves 
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Recurrent Novae & Supernovae 

Outburst Detections 

 1966: T Pyx 

 1973: V1017 Sgr 

 1987: SN1987A in LMC 

 1990: V3890 Sgr 
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Normal Appearance of LMC 
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SN1987A & Tarantula Nebula 


